As is well known, opium was a major colonial commodity. It was linked to trade in several other commodities of the modern era such as tea, sugar and cotton and through these to Atlantic the slave trade. The movement of these commodities across continents shaped capitalism in very specific ways. In the case of India, for instance, earnings from the several components of the opium enterprise played an important role in the growth of industrial capitalism. This paper looks at the historical circumstances in which various localities and regions of the Indian subcontinent, especially western India, and the Indian Ocean became part of the opium enterprise during the early nineteenth century. It attempts to understand the manner in which local destinies were linked to the global, reinforcing and/or resisting British imperial interests. For this purpose I have chosen the port of Daman, on the West Coast of India as a representative example. Daman (Damaõ) was a Portuguese colony. The paper pays close attention to political processes at the local level so as to make sense of global patterns of trade in a commodity that was vital for sustaining the British Empire.
Within a few years of the conquest of Bengal (1757) the East India Company declared a monopoly over the opium produce of the territories it had subjugated. By 1799 it had imposed a system whereby production, processing and sale of the drug was strictly regulated by the Company. From the early 1790s the East India Company had introduced a policy under which all the opium produced in its territories in Gangetic eastern India was directly appropriated by the Company from the peasant producers. Opium was procured in the raw, semi-liquid, state from poppy cultivators and processed by the Company in its own establishments. Processing mainly involved desiccation, and then packing opium formed into large balls in wooden chests. The bulk of this opium was intended for export, 1 I use this term for Indians or (Índia Portuguesa). 2 See FAROOQUI, Amar. Sindias and the Raj: Princely Gwalior, c.1800-1850. New Delhi: Primus, 2011, chap. IV.
dossiê scales of global history
to private dealers who then took the risk of smuggling the drug into China 3 .
The Qing imperial authorities had imposed a ban on the import of opium into China in 1729. Consequently, the Company preferred to let private traders run the risk of selling the drug at the China-end, rather than carrying opium in its own ships. This was a smuggling venture in China. Nevertheless, this smuggling venture became possible due to the protection that was provided by the East India Company, and the British government.
When the Qing authorities threatened to extinguish smuggling of the commodity in the 1830s, by which time it had become a large-scale undertaking, the British promptly sent in -42).
The Malwa plateau (located in the western districts of present-day Madhya Pradesh, and south-eastern Rajasthan), also produced (and continues to produce) large quantities of opium. In the colonial period, the Malwa region was entirely under numerous prin the production of the drug or its wholesale trade. Private Indian and European traders, initially Indo-Portuguese traders from Goa, pioneered the export of the opium produce of . What prompted the representation was not the importation of opium from a source other than Gangetic eastern India (this was really a matter of concern for the East India Company rather than the Portuguese authorities), 17 .
More than the Macau Portuguese it was the Indo-Portuguese traders on the West Until about 4 years ago the merchants of Guzerat [Gujarat] were but little acquainted with the profits, or indeed the destination of the opium which they supplied, to Bombay, or Portugueze merchants, according to the orders they might receive and their profits were confined to the commission of Agents, or at the utmost to driving the best bargain in their power, with those persons whom only they saw in the transaction. The full value of this drug however soon became known, and about 4 years ago the Guzerattees [Gujaratis] began to contract directly for the delivery of opium to Pattamars or ships, wherever it might be required ... 25 .
Daman assumed even greater significance after 1818 when the Company, following Third Anglo-Maratha War, emerged as a major territorial power in western India and attempted to enforce its ban on opium exports more extensively and rigorously.
Simultaneously, as mentioned earlier, from 1821 onwards it began to purchase large quantities of opium directly from the Malwa market. Greenberg has estimated that in the 1820s, when the Company was participating in the Malwa opium trade, as much as two-22 F. SR, 56/12 June 1823. This is one of the earliest references, as far as I am aware, of the regular production of opium in Afghanistan during the colonial period. 23 It i undertook a comparative chemical analysis of various varieties of opium marketed in China, samples of Turkish opium were among the five types of the drug (others being varieties produced in India) that were examined to determine their respective narcotic properties. In the long run the Estado da Índia could not have sustained the opium trade, especially after Bombay had been opened for private exports of the drug. The economy of Daman, or of the Estado da Índia, was much too weak to be able to compete with Bombay.
The financial and commercial infrastructure of Daman was just no match for the facilities available in British India. We also need to bear in mind that as most of the bulk dealers who shipped opium from Daman were based in Bombay, ultimately it was the British colonial port that reaped the benefits of the Daman trade.
The decline of Daman after the mid-1830s was hastened by upheavals in Portuguese India following the absolutist defeat in Portugal in 1833-34 34 . In the struggle for power in the Portuguese colonies during the early 1830s, against the backdrop of the fierce conflict between liberals and absolutists in Portugal, Rogério de Faria supported the government of Bernardo Peres da Silva that had been ousted at Goa. Peres da Silva was the first Indo-Portuguese Goan to head the government of Portuguese India and was given the designation of prefeito (1834). He was appointed by the regime installed in Portugal in 1834 under Maria II, but was forced to leave Goa by racist-absolutist elements in 1835.
Peres da Silva moved to Daman 35 . Here he received the support and financial assistance of de Faria, and formed a provisional government which lasted till 1837. As we have already noted, the opium trade, especially its smuggling component, reactivated the latent Portuguese sea-borne commercial network in Asia and East Africa.
The Indo-Portuguese traders were active participants in exchanges between the Indian sub-continent on the one hand and the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf, East Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean on the other. Narcotic substances, particularly opium, created, and were part of, a complex web of relationships extending from the Mediterranean and East
Africa to the South China Sea. During the first half of the nineteenth century, Indian opium was the single most valuable commodity sustaining these relationships. There was, besides, opium that moved from the Eastern Mediterranean to the western coast of India and thence to East Asia (though some of it would have gone directly as well). Turkish and Egyptian varieties were well known in Asia in the early modern period. In the sixteenth Yet, we need to recover the history of the relationships that linked the IndoPortuguese world to both the Indian subcontinent as well as to the wider world of the seas and oceans if we are to break out of t . It is only then that we might be able to make sense of the histories of people inhabiting spaces 43 The French settlements in India are even more of an absence, in histories of the subcontinent dealing with the colonial period, than Portuguese India. Portuguese colonies are assumed to be frozen in time from around the end of the sixteenth century (this is a narrative that begins, as we all know, in 1498 with the arrival of Vasco da Gama at Calicut/Kozhikode), though they are vaguely recognized as being there and surface occasionally, but inconsequentially, in accounts of western India for the subsequent centuries. The French enclaves are completely forgotten after the mid-eighteenth century, having been visible for a very brief period-less than half a century, c.1700-1750. Going by histories of modern India one would get the impression that the main French colony, Pondichéry, did not have a nineteenth century at all. French Mahé on the Malabar coast is, of course, so remote that even its presence is virtually unknown. Similar is the fate of other French colonies, located closer to Pondichéry. Researchers from mainland India (i.e., that part of the subcontinent which was subjugated to British colonialism) have rarely turned their attention to the history of French possessions in India during the late colonial period. The urban historian Narayani Gupta is the only scholar I am aware of who has studied nineteenth century Pondichéry in some detail, using, I might add, the archives of the Overseas Department at Aix-en-Provence (GUPTA. Pondichéry in the Nineteenth Century: A Port Without a Hinterland. In: Indu Banga, ed. Ports and Their Hinterlands in India (1700-1950) . New Delhi: Manohar, 1992, p. 89-101) .
dossiê scales of global history without boundaries, as for example the lascars, the quintessential rootless products of sea-dominating colonialisms 44 .
The lives of the lascars should be of more interest today than before because they were the first Asians and
Africans to participate freely and in substantial numbers in a globalised workspace 45 . To know the shadowy world of narcotrafficking in the nineteenth century is, then, to know also the ill-defined world of the lascars and other such people and communities and their historical experiences; their destinies too need to find a place in studies that attempt to explore global history.
To come back to the centrality of opium to the global history of capitalism as an integral part of the histories of other colonial commodities such as tea, sugar and cotton.
Opium exports from India to China steadily increased from the 1790s to finance the purchase of Chinese tea by the East India Company for the British market. Simultaneously there was the growth of the export of raw cotton from Bombay to China. By the turn of the century it was no longer necessary to carry bullion to China for the C investments. The massive increase in the importation of tea into Britain was facilitated by substantially lowered duties imposed on the commodity. The expansion of the British market for tea was accompanied by a corresponding increase in the consumption of sugar. Tea and sugar went hand-in-hand.
Sidney Mintz has shown that the century from 1750 to 1850 witnessed the popularization of sweetened tea in the United Kingdom. 46 The easily assimilated calories that its consumption provided made it an essential component of the working class diet.
Children learned the sugar habit at a very tender age: sweetened tea . 
